BY ORDER OF THE SHAH

the court jewels, powder magazines, and other commodities.
We wondered idly what the Persians of that day thought of
India.    Their ancestors had swept across the land centuries
before, influencing art and the mode of living.

Wherever we looked we saw mountains. Here and
there minarets presided over commerce and home, above
even the coloured domes of the mosques. A few cedar
trees set off pale green crops and simple buildings. A
square house, appearance belying its alluring title of, the
Eight Gates of Paradise, was built in the time of Shah
Abbas, its blue tiles silhouetted against the rich green of
cypress trees.

At the south of the square stood the Masjid-i-Shah, the
Royal Mosque, skilfully offset from the main entrance.
From the roof of the Ali Qapu we saw it as a high dome with
four minarets, in blue and green spaced with yellow.

We took a last view of the panorama before descending,
and remembered to step over the polished alabaster door-
sill.
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